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who are defcended from worthy Anceftors, not 
. 42 only out of Gratitude to thofe who have done 
Good to Mankind, but as it is an Encourage. 
ment to others to follow their Example. But.this isan 
Honour to be received, not demanded, by the De- 
fcendents of great Men ; and they who are apt to 
remind us of their Anceftors, only put us upon 
making Comparifons to their own Difadvantage. 
There is fome Pretence for boafting of Wit, Beau- 
ty, Strength, or Wealth, becaufe the Communica- 
‘tion of them may give Pleafare or Profit to others; 
- bu: we can have no Merit, nor ought we to claim 
‘any Refpe@, becaufe our Fathers acted well, whe- 
ther we would or no. 


Thy following Letter ridicules the Folly I have 
Ly = eae in a new, and, | think, not difagreeable 
ight. 


L: is highly laudable to pay Refpe& to Men 


' Mr. SpecTATOR, 

WERE the Genealogy of every Family pre- 
. * ferved, there nF probably be no Man 
¢ yaluedor defpifed on Account of his Birth. There 
¢ is fcarce a Beggar in the Streets, who would not 
‘ find himfelf lineally defcended from fome great 
¢ Man ; nor any one of the higheft Tithe, who 
© would not difcover feveral bafe and indigent Per- 
© fons among his Anceftors. It would be a pleafant 
* Entertainment to fee one Pedigree of Men ap- 
* pear together, under the fame Characters they 








* bore when they adted their refpe@ive Parts among 
* the Living. Suppofe therefore a Gentleman, fait 
© of his illaftrious Family, fhould, in the fame man- 
‘ner as Virgil makes /Exeas look over his De- 
* fcendants, fee the whole Line of his Progenitors 

_ © pafs in Review before his Eyes; With how ma- 
: ny varying Paffions, would he behold Shepherds 

and So’: .7s, States-men and Artificers, Princes 
* and "a in the Proceffion of five thou- 
* choufand Years! Now would his Heart fink or 
© flutter at the feveral Sports of Fortune in a Scene 
: » wre with Ra ae Forple, Handicrafe 

* Tools aad Sceptres, Enfigns of Dignit fe 

" — of Rr races. a po gh 

and Apprehenfions, his Tranfports and ifi- 
* cations, facceed one “le & the (Age gd 
* Genealogy appear’d bright or obfcure? 


* In moft of the Pedigrees hung up in old Man- 
© fion Hoafes, you are fure to find ene firft in the 
© Catalogue a great Statefman, or a Soldier with 
* an honourable Commiffion. “The honeft Artificer 
* that begot him, and all his frugal Anceftors before 
© him, are torn off from the Top of the Regifter ; 
* and you are not left to imagine, that the noble 
* Founder of the Family ever had a Father. Were 
* we to trace many boafted Lines farther back- 
* wards, we fhould lofe themina Mob of Fradefmen.. 
‘ or a Crowd of Rufticks, without hope of feeing 
’ hem ome opin: not unlike the old Apion 

ay, which, after having run man ‘in 
* Length, lofes it felf in a Bog. y Miles in 
{ 


how would his Fears 














© Ifately indde’a Vifit to an old Country Gen- 


£ tleman, who is very, fap gone in this fort of Fami- | 
bh 


* ty-Madueff. \'found him in his Study perufiagan 
© old Regifter of his Family, which he had juftthen 
‘ difcovered, as it was branched out in the Form 
© of a Tree, upon a Skin of Parchment. Having 
¢ thehonourto have fome of his Blood in my Veins, 
he permitted me to calt my Eye dver the Boughs 
* of this venerable Plant ; and asked my Advice in 
“the Reforming: of fome of the fuperfluous 
¢ Branches. . 


© We paffed flightly over three ot four of our 
¢ immediate Forefathers, whom we'knew by Tra- 
‘ dition, but were a by an Alderman of 
© Loudon, who, I pereéivéd, made my Kinfman’s 
¢ Heart yo pit-a-pat.. His Confufionincreafed when 
¢ he found the Alderman’s Father to be a Grafier ; 
¢ but he recovered his Fright upon feeing ‘Fuftice of 
© she Quorum at the end of his Titles. Things went 
¢ on pretty well, as wethrew our Eyes occationally 
© over the Tree, when unfortunately he perceived 
© a Merchant-Tailor perched on a Bough, who 
© ‘was fald greatly to have incréafed ttie Eftate; he 
<€ was juft a going to cut him off, if he had not feen 
“4 Gens. after the Name of his Son; who was re- 
6 corded to havé mortgaged one of the Manors his 
‘¢ honeft Father ‘had purchefed. A Weaver, who 
€ yas butnt for his Religion in the Reign of Queen 
‘6 Mary, was pi {away ‘without Mercy; as was 
‘6 likewife a Yeaman, who died of a Fall from his 
© own Cart. But great was “< Triumph in one 
¢ of the Blood who was beheaded fo | 
'€ which neverthelefs was not a little ms by ano- 

& 





© ther of our Anceftors who washanged for ftealing 
¢ Sheep. The Es tions of my good Coufin 
© were wonderfully raifed by 4 Match itito the Fa- 
¢ mily of a Knight, but unfortunately for us this 
¢ Btdnch proved barren: On the other hand Mar- 
¢ gery the Milk-maid being twined round a Bough, 
¢ it flourithed out into fo many Shoots, and bent 
¢ with fo much Fruit, that the old Gentlemian was 
¢ quite ont of Countenance. To comfort me, ut- 
¢ der this Difgrace, he fingled out a Branch ten 


for High-Treafon; 


© times more fruitful than the other, which, hell. 
* told me, he valued more than <: in the Tree,f 
his enormous * .:: 









* and bad me be of good Comfort. 
¢ Bough was a Graft out of a Welch Heirefs, with 
¢ fo many Ap’s upon it that it might have made 
© little Grove by it felf. From the Trunk of the 
‘ Pedigree, which was chiefly compofed of La. 
© bourers and Shepherds, arofe a huge 
* Farmers; this was branched out into eomen, 
¢ and endéd'in a Sheriff of the Gounty, who was 
¢ Knighted for his good Service to the Crown, in 
¢ bringing up an Addrefs, Several of the Names, 
¢ that feemed to difparage the Family, being looked 
¢ upon as Miftakes, were lopped off as: rotten of 
* withered; as, on the contrary, no fmall Num- 
© ber‘appearing without any Titles, my Coufin, to 
‘ fopply the Defeéts of the Manufcript, added E/;; 
© at the End of each or them. 


























© This Tree fo prened,: dreffed, and cultivated, 

¢ was, within a few Days, tranfplanted into a large 
¢ Sheet of Vellum and placed in the great Hall, where 
c it attra€ts the Veneration of his Tenants, every 
¢ Sunday Morning, white they wait till his Worftip 
« is ready to go to Church; wondering theta Man, 
who had fo many Fathers before him, thould not 
= made a Lord, or at leaft a Juftice of the 
eace. 


ADVERTISEMENTS, 


This Day is Publithed, 
The Second Edition of an Exa& Account of the 
Form and Ceremony of His Majefty’s Coronation, as it wag fo- 
Jemply perform’d in the Collegiate Church at Weftminfter, on 
w jay the 20th ef this 1 Oober, price 3d. Soild 
Fs in Pater-nefter- 
haviour of the Diflenters towards Her late Majefty, &c. Exem- 
plified from their own Writings, clearing them from the anjuft 
Accufations of a late Cenforious Layman, as well a8 from the 
Reflections in a Preface to the Sufferings of the Clergy, price 44, 
Richard Chamberlayne, Mercer, is removed from 
the Great Wheat-Sheaf, to the King’s: Arms (thevaew Houfe) on 
Ludgate-Hill, felleth all Sorts of Silks, Silver and Gold Stuffs, &¢, 
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